The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the second issue of The Oak Leaf!

· Trivia Question: What wood species was the most desired by the pioneers for constructing their log homes because of its strength and natural durability? (The answer is at the end)
· Gastineau in the News:  If you see a copy of the August/September 2003 issue of Mother Earth News, check out page 32 where you will find a full page photo of a Gastineau Log Home on the title page of an article on Kit Homes. 

· New floor plans:  If you are looking for a floor plan that is three bedroom, 2 1/2 baths with the master suite on the main level and has more curb appeal than the normal log home, consider our new Anniversary Collection.  We can send you our new color brochure showing the elevations and floor plans and descriptions.  From 1360 to 1900 square feet, these plans are all designed so they can have a garage attached.  If you would like a copy of the brochure, simply reply to this e-mail and put “Send Anniversary brochure” in the subject box. (We should have your mailing address in our database.)

· What is the Log Home Council?  This is a trade association of log home manufacturers that was organized to promote the construction and ownership of log buildings.  The Log Home Council has been instrumental in dealing with issues such as appraisals, acceptance by banks and mortgage companies, building codes, insurance and energy ratings.  To be a member of the Log Home Council, we must sell graded logs and must adhere to a code of ethics.  The LHC is part of the Building Systems Council, which is part of the National Association of Home Builders.  The other members of the Building Systems Council include panelized and modular home manufacturers.  Gastineau Log Homes has been a member of the council since its inception and GLH President Lynn Gastineau has served as Chairman of the Log Home Council on two different occasions as well as Chairman of the Building Systems Council.

· What are “Graded” Logs?  All of the building codes in the United States require that the logs used for log buildings meet the requirements as set forth in the ASTM D3957 “Standard Methods for Establishing Stress Grades for Structural Members Used in Log Building.”  Building code officials should request a copy of either the grading certificate or some other proof of grading with the framing inspection.  Gastineau Log Homes, Inc. grades all of their logs in accordance with these requirements and a certificate is presented with the delivery of the log package.  Hint:  Do not buy logs from a manufacturer unless they provide this certificate!  You may not pass your framing inspection. 

· Gastineau On the Go….  We will be at the most important log home shows this year.   Here is a schedule; we hope to see you there!
Greenville, S.C.


Sept 12 – 14

Charlotte, N.C.


Sept 26 – 28

Denver, CO


Sept 26 – 28

St. Joseph, MO


Sept 26 – 28

Indianapolis, IN


Oct 3 – 5

Wichita, KS


Oct 24 – 26

Chantilly, VA


Oct 31 – Nov 2 

· Answer to the Trivia Question:  The Oak tree, of course!  When you see or read a story about a log home that is presently being disassembled and then rebuilt into a “modern” log home, there is a 99% chance that it is an Oak log home!

· Quote of the Month:  “In the end, it’s not the years in your life that count – it’s the life in your years.” – Abraham Lincoln

· (To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.)

