The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the August 2004 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  Check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: What is a board foot of lumber?

New Gastineau Log Home Dealers:   Two new dealers have been established recently.


Mark Van Buren and Herb Heiserer are dealers in the Atlanta and northern Georgia areas.  They will be building a model home in Ellijay, Georgia.  They are building new log “spec” homes for sale in Lake Arrowhead that is located between Atlanta and Ellijay.  Their phone number is 678-463-2547.

Larry Gaebel and Dennis Christian are new dealers in the Freeport, MN area.  Larry has a construction company and is currently building a home for a Gastineau Log Homes customer as well.  Larry’s phone number is 320-249-3381.


Welcome to the Gastineau Dealer Family! 
New Sales Staff at Gastineau Log Homes Office: We also wish to announce the addition of two members to the Gastineau Log Homes sales staff at our office and model homes here in Missouri.  Greg Linn and Gary Bledsoe started in early July and have been through three weeks of training as well as a construction seminar.  They are very excited about joining the log home industry and we are very happy to have them on the team!
What is different about that new sheathing used for subfloors that is supposed to be so much better?:  The sheathing manufacturers are now producing a product for use on subfloors that is substantially improved from plywood or other OSB sheathings.  By using improved, exterior quality glues, this sheathing will withstand more inclement weather than previous sheathings.  Gastineau Log Homes has been providing this product for their first floor systems since it was introduced.
Are you getting quotes from builders to put up your package?:  If so, I recommend that you use the form we have prepared which we call the “Price Quotation and Responsibility Specifications.”  You can use this to specify exactly what you want the builder to include in his bid and what you will be responsible for doing yourself.  You can then send identical specifications to different builders so you can properly evaluate their quotes.  If you need a copy, call us at 800-654-9253.
Question from a customer:

Q:  If I want to move into by home in May of 2005, when should I start the process?

A: The speed of your log home construction process is going to depend on many factors.  First, are you buying a standard plan or will custom blueprints be necessary?  Second, are you going to be hiring a builder or doing the work yourself on weekends?  Third, what is the weather in the area where you will be building?

We have a construction time line that we can review with you individually to determine when you should get started.  All of the answers to the questions above will determine the answer for you and your situation.  Give us a call (800-654-9253) and we can go through this with you so you will be able to move into your home on the date you want.
Do you have a question?  Send it to me and I will be happy to answer!  Just reply to the Oak Leaf with your question in the message.

Log Home Council new brochure: The Log Home Council has just published a new brochure.  It is entitled “The Log Home:  An American Dream.”  It is available by calling the Log Home Council at 800-368-5242 Ext 8576 or through their web site at www.loghomes.org.  It is a beautiful brochure that takes you through the entire process of buying, building and maintaining a log home.  (Especially take notice of the section on Log Homes Across the Country… it was written by yours truly!)

Design Tip: A log home can be built on virtually any type of foundation:  slab, crawl space, basement, piers or a combination of those types.  The decision on what type to use may be dictated by your building site.  For example, if you are building on a steep lot, a slab would not be a good choice.  If you have a very flat building lot, you can choose any type of foundation… unless you have a high water table which will eliminate the basement.  We have had homes built on piers in flood plains where they literally park their car under their home.  Basements are usually inexpensive square footage that can be finished later if you wish, but I hear folks say they don’t want a basement because it accumulates “junk”.  (Or rather they accumulate junk if they have a basement available.)  But your decision about foundation type is not affected by the fact that you are going to put a log home on it versus a different type of construction.

Another reason to have logs “around” your subfloor rather than sitting on top of your subfloor:  Gastineau Log Homes has always had a standard construction detail for our packages where the logs go around the subfloor and the first row of logs is bolted down to the foundation with a “J” bolt that is put in the concrete as it is poured.  We feel this is the best construction method for many reason (structural, energy efficiency, aesthetics) but now we have learned of a new reason. Recently, I saw on television a report in the Northeastern part of the U.S. where they had extensive flooding.  A gentleman was there with his log home and it had literally “floated” off the foundation!  It would not have happened with a Gastineau Log Home because it would have been bolted to the foundation!  
Answer to the Trivia Question: A board foot is equal to a 1" thick piece of wood that is 1 square foot in area, thus creating a measure of volume. To figure board feet, I always take the width X the thickness X the length and divide by 12.  For example, a 2 x 4 – 8’ long is 2 multiplied by 4= 8 multiplied by 8 = 64 divided by 12 = 5.33 board feet of lumber in the board.  (Realizing, of course, that a 2 X 6 does not measure a full 2” x  6” but this is still how it is calculated.)

Quote of the Month:  “The measure of a person is determined by what he dreams.” – John Holcomb, Granbury, Texas
(To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.) 
