The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the September 2005 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new comers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia:  This month is an interesting trivia fact rather than a question: If a statue in the park of a person on a horse has both front legs in the air, the person died in battle. If the horse has one front leg in the air, the person died as a result of wounds received in battle. If the horse has all four legs on the ground, the person died of natural causes.
The devastation in Louisiana and Mississippi: Our hearts and prayers go out to all of the victims of Hurricane Katrina.  There is a Gastineau Log Home built in Slidell, Louisiana and we are anxious to hear of the well fare of the owner and their home.  Our prayers are with you, wherever you may be.

Gastineau Log Homes to celebrate a birthday….  On October 1, 2005 Gastineau Log Homes will be 28 years old.  Thanks to all the fantastic folks who have entrusted their dream home to us and to all the wonderful associates that I have had the pleasure of working with over the years.  It is hard to believe 28 years have passed, but I wouldn’t have missed it for anything!  This is a great business that gives us an opportunity to make dreams come true all over the world.  It is truly satisfying and I am deeply grateful and feel very lucky.
Log Raising in Hague, New York:  There will be a log raising on Saturday, September 17, 2005 from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Bring your lawn chairs and watch the log crew putting up solid Oak logs!  For more information and directions, contact Gary & Diane Martino at 518-543-6607 or email: gdmssolidoaklogs@yahoo.com
A new dealer in New York:  We are very happy to announce a new dealer in southern New York.  Bruce Decker, 307 Bloomingburg Road, Middletown, NY. 845-361-5102 or email at: bdecker@pdr-usa.net   Plans are being made to build a free standing model home in Orange County.  Both Bruce and the Martino’s will be at the Gastineau Log Home booth in the October 21 – 23 Log Home Show.
Home Shows and Open Houses: Fall is just around the corner, and that brings the Fall Home Show season.   We will be in several home shows, including:


Nashville, TN  September 9 - 11


Minneapolis, MN September 30 – Oct 2


New York City, NY area  October 21 – 23


Peoria, IL October 21 - 23 


St. Louis, MO  November 11 – 13

In addition, there are Open Houses at the Branson, MO dealer: Call 417-334-2569 for more information.  Dates are September 24, October 29, November 19, and December 17.  
Cost saving tip… .  Stone covering concrete foundations, retaining walls, piers, etc is very beautiful but can also be very expensive.  One idea is to paint the concrete in a color that will blend into the background.  Another idea is to use the concrete forms that give a finished surface that is not just flat but can look like bricks or other designs.
Construction Seminars: We have one remaining 2005 construction seminar on October 21 - 22.  Please register as soon as possible as we limit the size of our classes so we can provide personal attention to each attendee. We have a “Builder Only” seminar October 7 - 8.

NOTE:  The Builder Only seminar was previously scheduled for Sept 30 – October 1.  It has been moved to the following weekend.
Quote of the Month: “Tact: the ability to describe others as they see themselves.” – Abraham Lincoln
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