The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the September 2006 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question: We have all heard the saying, “That’s the greatest thing since sliced bread.”  Do you know where and when the first sliced bread was sold?  (The answer is at the end.)

We have a lot of events coming up this Fall.  They include:

Log Raising in Illinois:  There will be a log raising near Lake Carroll in north central Illinois on September16th.  A modified Caroline model is being built by Dream Builders for the Bresslers of Belvidere, IL.  The log raising will be from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Call for directions or more details:  Meta or John Turner at 877-583-4390 or email myloghomes@aol.com or Sharon Ely at 800-654-9253. 
Open House in Albany, Kentucky:  There will be an Open House on September 30, 2006 for a modified Caroline that has been built on Dale Hollow Lake.  This home is for sale by GLH Dealers Dave and Cathy Shuler.  The home has approximately 2000 square feet and features lots of decks and porches to take advantage of the spectacular lake and mountain views.  A full basement can be finished for additional living space.  Call the Shulers at 317-892-4182 or email them at cathyanddavetogo@aol.com or call Dean Crocker at 800-654-9253 ext 227.

Grand Opening of New Model Home in Lake George, NY:  On Saturday and Sunday October 14 and 15, 2006 Gary and Diane Martino will be hosting an Open House of their new model home.  The modified Juliana is built on a full basement with 8 X 8 Oak logs.  For directions and times, call them at 518-543-6607 or email gdmsolidoaklogs@yahoo.com or call Sharon Ely at 800-654-9253.
Fall Log Home Show Schedule:  We will be exhibiting at the following shows this fall.  Call for locations and other information. 

September 8th to 10th in Suffern, New York
October 6th to 8th in Lake George, New York

October 6th to 8th in Greensboro, North Carolina

October 13th to 15th in San Francisco, CA

October 13th to 15th in Springfield, MO

November 3rd to 5th in St. Louis, MO

Say Hi and mention the Oak Leaf: In the next two months I will be attending the Illinois log raising and the Lake George, NY log home show and the Grand Opening of the Martino’s model home in Lake George.  If you can come to these events, please let me know that you read the Oak Leaf and say Hi!

Construction Seminars: The consumer building seminars in 2006 will be held on September 29/30 and October 21/22.  The “Builder Only” training seminars will be on December 1/2.  Registration is limited, so call for more information. 

Letter from a new Gastineau Log Home Owner:  We just received the nicest “Thank You” letter from a customer in Minnesota.  Here are a few excerpts:  “…It’s amazing how much comfort and peace a home can bring to your soul.  We’ve made the comment several times.  “This can’t be real, it feels like we’re staying at a resort or lodge of some sort… is this really ours?”…We also wanted to send you a HUGE “thank you” for creating a good quality home that is more relaxing and enjoyable than we EVER imagined!!!  You should be very proud of the homes that you stand behind; they are magnificent!  In addition to that, you should be very proud of the builders, G & C Log Homes, Inc.  They have built a home that is nothing but PERFECT in our opinion….”

Note from author:  On October 1, 2006 I will have been in the log home business for 29 years.  This is why I have stayed and why we love what we do.   

Are you going to have gas heat, appliances or fireplaces?: You may want to consider flexible gas piping rather than traditional black iron pipe.  It runs over, under or around obstacles without all the cutting and threading necessary for iron pipe.  The flexible piping costs more than iron pipe but there are dramatic labor savings from both the installation and the system design work.  The larger your home, the more complicated the design can be for the gas lines.  One brand name is Gastite.  www.gastite.com
Kohler opens freestanding showroom/retail store in Chicago:  Plumbing giant Kohler has opened its first freestanding store in the Chicago Merchandise Mart’s LuxeHome.  You can see and touch products and can also use complimentary two-dimensional space planning services.  The store is not a typical retail chain where you buy it and take it with you.  Instead, you place an order and the products are shipped directly to you in two or three days.  Great way to help plan bathrooms in your new home!

Answer to the Trivia Question:  July 1, 1928 in Chillicothe, MO. by the Chillicothe Baking Co. under the name of Kleen Maid Sliced Bread.  (for more information log on to www.homeofslicedbread.com)  

Quote(s) of the Month: “Always do right.  This will gratify some people and astonish the rest.” – Mark Twain
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