The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the September issue of The Oak Leaf!

· Trivia Question(s): This is a “test.”  Passing requires 4 correct answers.

1) How long did the Hundred Years War last?

2) Which country makes Panama hats?

3) From which animal do we get catgut?

4) In which month do Russians celebrate the October Revolution?

5) What is a camel's hair brush made of?

6) The Canary Islands in the Pacific are named after what animal?

7) What was King George VI's first name?

8) What color is a purple finch?

9) Where are Chinese gooseberries from?

10) What is the color of the black box in a commercial airplane?

All done? Check your answers below!
· Do you live in a Gastineau Log Home?  We are planning a separate newsletter just for you!  First, however, we have to obtain e-mail addresses from everyone.  But, since we have been in business since 1977 and e-mail addresses are a relatively “new” invention, we must do a “snail mail” inquiry to all our LHO’s (Log Home Owners) to obtain their e-mail address.  In the meantime, at the request and suggestion of one of our LHO’s in New Mexico, we are adding a special section just for you at the end of The Oak Leaf.

· Log Home for Sale in North Carolina:  Check out www.martyjonesrealty.com for a Gastineau Log Home that is for sale by one of our customers.  Go to the featured home section and it should be the first home listed.  The exterior view has a flat exterior and is stained a light gray.  Be sure to look at the virtual tour of the home.  The interior is outstanding.  The entry features an atrium with a waterfall, stream and pond.  The home is in Stillpoint development in Glenville, N.C.  Tragically, Mr. Netzow unexpectedly passed away just as the home was being completed and his widow has decided to sell the home.  It is a truly unique, one of a kind home. 

· Do all log homes settle?  The straight, honest answer to this question is Yes.  All log homes settle.  (The log home technical experts will agree with this statement.)  Some settle more than others, depending on the system and engineering of their log walls.  Some companies tell you their walls don’t settle, but they allow for settling above their doors and windows.  Does that make sense?  There is nothing wrong with settling.  It is a natural process.  What is wrong is not accommodating for settling.  Providing for it in the construction phase and during the first couple of years you live in your home is a small price to pay for a home that is perfectly level and air tight for rest of the life span of the home.  See our paper on settlement on www.oakloghome.com for more details.

· Is it “bad” for a log to be heavy?  You may have seen ads where they are indicating that “light” logs are good… and therefore, “heavy” logs are bad.  The moisture content of a log has some impact on the weight of the log, but the cellular structure of the wood species is a much greater factor.  A piece of Oak flooring at 5% moisture content is much heavier than a piece of pine framing lumber at 15% moisture content.  Plus, if you are in a tornado or bad storm, which would you prefer… light logs or heavy logs?  Our forefathers understood that Oak was a better choice than most other wood species.  And they did not have any fork lifts or other mechanical devices to move those heavy Oak logs.  They still chose Oak. 

· Lighting:  Some people do not give enough time and attention to the lighting design of their log home.  Remember that when you see those gorgeous photos in magazines, the photographer is augmenting the lighting with his own special lights.  That bright, cheery room may not look so bright and cheery without his lights!  Wood absorbs light which means that you need more lights and more wattage in a room that is mostly wood.  We will try to give tips for lighting each month.  

· The kitchen is an area that needs special attention to the lighting because you need adequate light to function.  I like to put florescent lights on the top of the cabinets, especially if there is a beam ceiling above.  (The light will highlight the beams.)  Also, florescent lights on the bottom of the top cabinets shining directly onto the countertop will provide clear light to the work surface.  Track lighting can be added to the sides of beams and can be directed to specific areas that need light.  All of these can have separate switches so you can create a “mood” in the kitchen when it is not in use.

· Answer to the Trivia Question: 

1) How long did the Hundred Years War last?  116 years

2) Which country makes Panama hats?  Ecuador

3) From which animal do we get cat gut?  Sheep and Horses

4) In which month do Russians celebrate the October Revolution?  November

5) What is a camel's hair brush made of?  Squirrel fur

6) The Canary Islands in the Pacific are named after what animal?  Dogs

7) What was King George VI's first name?  Albert

8) What color is a purple finch?  Crimson

9) Where are Chinese gooseberries from?  New Zealand

10) What is the color of the black box in a commercial airplane? Orange, of course.
· Quote of the Month: ‘Misers aren’t fun to live with, but they make wonderful ancestors.” – David Brenner 
(To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.)

· To All LHO’s (Gastineau Log Home Owners):  If you would like to get a bid for your homeowners insurance from a company that was established to provide insurance to log home owners, give a call to The Log Home Agency at 1-877- LOVE LOGS (1-877-568-3564.)   9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time.  E-mail:  gslaughter@loghomeagency.com  Website:  loghomeagency.com

· (GLH is not affiliated with this company in any way.  We are providing this name as a service to our customers.  GLH does not endorse any insurance company.)

