The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the November 2008 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question:  How much (what %) is utilized of each tree that is harvested? (The answer is at the end.)

Despite what you hear in the media, you CAN get a mortgage to build a log home!:  We recently surveyed the mortgage companies that provide log home loans throughout the United States which our customers have used in the past.  We asked them credit scores and down payments they are requiring, total dollar amount they will loan, appraisal requirements, etc.  Every one of them had very reasonable terms and requirements and are ready, willing and able to give construction and permanent loans.  Call us if you have any specific questions or need assistance with financing.  These folks know the log home industry and are ready to help you get into your own log home!

See a GLH Log Cabin 2 Go at the St Louis, MO Log Home Show:   We will be bringing one to the St Charles log home show Octoer 31 to November 2nd at the St Charles Convention Center.  It will be a feature event at the show.  

If you just want to see the beauty of an Oak log home, come by and see the cabin.  It really shows the beautiful wood you find inside an Oak log home.   

Can’t Make St Louis?  How about Nashville. TN?:  The same cabin will be in Nashville, TN from Nov 12 – 14th for the National Association of RV Parks & Campgrounds Expo.  If you live closer to Nashville, call us at 800-654-9253 and we can get you into this show to see the log cabin.  (It is not open to the public!)

Price Increase on Log Cabins 2 Go:  Effective November 1, 2008, there will be a $1000 price increase on the base unit of these cabins due to the increased price of steel since the beginning of the year.  If you are planning to order one for next year, give us a call.  We will hold the 2007 pricing for you until December 15, 2008 if you mention that you read it in the Oak Leaf!

What device consumes 30% of all domestic water use?  Can you believe it is toilet flushing?  In 1992, Congress reduced the maximum water consumption level for toilets from 3.5 gallons per flush to 1.6.  Water conservation is now a national priority with 36 states expecting a water shortage by 2013.  The EPA has launched a voluntary WaterSense program, to make it easy for consumers to identify and purchase water-efficient products.    Dual flush toilets are available as well as toilets that use pressurized air to decrease the amount of water required for each flush.  If you hear the term “HET”, it stands for a High Efficiency Toilet, which requires 20% less water than a standard unit.  

New Log Home Development on Truman Lake:  Just 15 minutes south of Clinton. MO is Otter Creek, a new premier log home development.  Hunting and fishing opportunities as well as close proximity between Kansas City and Springfield, MO make this the perfect choice for a second home or retirement home.  Email back:  “Otter Creek” and we will send you a flyer on this beautiful property.  Or contact Karri Wiltfong at ottercreek@embarqmail.com or 660-885-2406 office or 660-351-2407 cell.
Interest Rate Down 1% in October:   The lowering of the interest rates by the Fed Chairman this month should eventually translate into lower mortgage rates.  Although they are not directly linked, there is an effect.  Now is the best time in the past 10 years to build a home.  
Upcoming Events.  Call 800-654-9253 and ask for Sharon or email sales@oakloghome.com for times and locations.

Upcoming Log Home Shows:


Lake Harmony, PA


November 1 & 2, 2008


St Louis, MO



October 31, Nov 1-2, 2008

Upcoming Open Houses:


Lake George, NY


November 15 & 16

Upcoming Log Raising:


Little Sioux, Iowa


November 8th  

Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:


November 22, 2008

Answer to the Trivia Question:  Thanks to dramatic increases in recycling and technological improvements, we utilize 95% of each tree that we harvest.

Quote of the Month: “Always design a thing in its larger context. . .a chair in a room, a room in a house, a house in a city, a city in an environment.”  Eliel Saarinen
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