The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the March 2009 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question:  This month we celebrate St. Pat’s Day. Where was St. Patrick born? (The answer is at the end.)

February and March home of the month plans:  We were late in getting the February home of the month posted on the web site.  If you have not seen it, check it out at: www.oakloghome.com/HomeoftheMonth/FeaturedHomeoftheMonth/tabid/139/AlbumId/47/Default.aspx
This is a modification of the Seven Gables design.  The March home of the month will be posted this week.
Ever Heard of the Eco Water Powered Shower Light? 

Sylvania has introduced a light which is attached to your regular shower head.  It does not require any electricity or batteries and is powered by the pressure of the water.  It gives out white, eco-friendly LED light.  In addition, it has a water termperature indicator.  Great if you shower area is dark or in case of a power outage and you don’t have a window in your bathroom!

Tax Credit for homes with Geothermal Heating and Cooling systems: The Energy Improvement and Extension Act passed by Congress last fall provides a tax credit as part of that economic recovery package for installation of these systems.  The one-time allowance permits a write-down of 30% of the total investment for residential ground loop or groundwater GHP up to $2000 for a single residence. The system must meet Energy Star requirements and be installed after 12/31/07 to qualify. 

$8000 Tax Credit for First Time Homebuyers:  The new Recovery plan offers $8000 as a true tax credit (no repayment) for the purchase of a principle residence between January 1 and December 1, 2009.  
Section 502 Guaranteed Direct Loans for rural Home Buyers:  The stimulus package also includes $1 billion for Section 502 direct loands under the Rural Housing Service and $10.4 billion for Section 502 guaranteed loans under the Rural Housing Service.  For more information go to:

http://mortgage-x.com/library/rural.htm  or

http://www.ruralhome.org/pubs/guides/502/homeowner1.htm.

GLH Home Owner featured in Country magazine:  Debbie Rowley of Petersburg, IL writes about her transition from a “city girl” to a “farm wife” in the Feb/March issue of Country magazine.  (This is the magazine put out by Reader Digest, not the one by Meredith Publications,)  There is an exterior photo of the exterior of their Oak log home in the snow plus a photo of Debbie sitting on her Oak stairs/railings.  Congratulations to Debbie and John!  And thanks for sending us a copy!

Tax credit for installation of Geo-Thermal HVAC Systems:  The best (meaning most cost effective) time to put in a Geo-Thermal system is when you build a new home.  Currently there are excellent tax credits and rebates offered to encourage you do to so.  If you are building where you will be buying your electricity from an electric co-op, they probably have tax credits based on the number of ton unit you are going to install.  The stimulus package now also has a 30% tax credit for the installation of a system, with a maximum of $2000.  With these two incentives and the raising cost of electricity, a geo-thermal unit is a smart investment.

Upcoming Events.  Call 800-654-9253 and ask for Sharon or email sales@oakloghome.com for times and locations.

Upcoming Log Home Shows or Home Shows:


Chicago - Lake Home & Cabin Show
March 6 – 8


Quincy, IL WGEM Home Show

March 6 - 8


Minneapolis – Lake Home & Cabin Show
April 3 – 5


Indianapolis, IN – Log Home Show

March 25 - 27





Upcoming Open Houses:


Harvey, Iowa





March 7


Clinton, MO  (Deep Water)


April 25

Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:


March 7, 2009


April 18, 2009


May 2, 2009


June 13, 2009


See our web site for a complete 2009 schedule

Answer to the Trivia Question: St Patrick may be revered in Ireland but he was born in Wales, a small country located in the southwest corner of Great Britan, just across St. George’s Channel from Ireland.  At 16, St Patrick was captured and taken to Ireland as a slave.

Quote of the Month: "A government which robs Peter to pay Paul can always depend on the support of Paul.”-- George Bernard Shaw
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