The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the October 2009 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question:  Why do we have eyebrows?” (The answer is at the end.)

Gastineau Log Homes Celebrates 32 years in the log home business:  Yesterday, October 1, we celebrated 32 years in the log home industry.  We thank all of our past customers for their business and friendship.  We thank all our past and current employees and dealers for their hard work and dedication.  We thank all of our suppliers for their support and education over the years.  And we thank all of you receiving the Oak Leaf that may become a Gastineau Log Home Owner in the future for putting your trust in our people and our product.  You are the best part of what we do.  Seeing you in your new home and reaching the dream that you have had for many years is our reward.  It is hard to believe that 32 years has already “flown by.”  
A Gastineau Log Home featured in Log Home Living’s Annual Buyers Guide!  It is now on the newsstand; if you are a subscriber, you should have your copy!  The article begins on page 58 and features a modified Lakeview floor plan.  The Schleuning is built in at 4200 feet in Maggie Valley, NC in a log home development.  With their modifications, the Lakeview became a four bedroom three bathroom 6000 square foot home.  If you would like more information on this floor plan, reply to the Oak Leaf with “Lakeview” in the subject line.
Product Spotlight:  Gastineau Deluxe Packages include AdvanTech Floor Sheathing, providing you with the best floor for log home construction.  Why do we use AdvanTech?  Are you worried about your floor being exposed to rain and snow during construction?  Not a problem with AdvanTech.  It is specially engineered to resist water absorption and edge swell, eliminating the need for sanding and costly rework.  This is accomplished by their advanced resin technology and guaranteed by their 50 year transferable warranty.  Guaranteed not to warp, cup or delaminate, which is very important during the construction process of a log home.

AdvanTech flooring is engineered for superior strength and stiffness, which gives a firm and quiet floor.  No more bouncy, soft feeling floors that you can get with inferior OSB and plywood floors.  This minimizes issues with floor squeaks, pops and crack lines.  There are even fewer issues with rattling dishes in your china cabinets when you walk around!  AdvanTech is flat out the best sub floor sheathing on the market, and it is in every GLH Deluxe Package.
Considerations when planning the exterior of your home: Most people choose the exterior “look” of the home based on a photo or rendering of a plan that they see and “like.”  This is very important, of course.  However, you should also ask yourself these questions:  1)  Which direction do we want our home to face?  (Considering weather, view and landscaping.)  2)  Which rooms do I want to have the best view?  3)  Do we want porches (with a roof) or decks (without a roof) and what direction do I want them to face?  4)  Based on my land, will there be exposed foundation walls?  5)  Do we need a garage?  If yes, where do I want it located?  6)  If the home will be used for retirement, are entryways handicap accessible?  The answers to these questions can have a great impact on the final home design that you choose.

Rural building sites with the desire for gas or propane:  Most people discover that natural gas is not an option for their rural building site.  Their next choice would be propane but they hate the idea of that ugly tank sitting in the yard.  There is a solution:  bury the tank!  With an underground propane tank, all that is visible above ground is a small dome fore refilling, testing and servicing.  Underground tanks are low maintenance, require minimal excavation and can be installed easily with the help of a local propane retailer.  Because propane can’t harm ground water, underground propane tanks are not subject to EPA’s underground storage-tank inspections, and come in different sizes, depending on household demand.  Propane is clean burning and environmentally friendly.  And with an underground tank, you won’t even know it is there!
GLH dealer in PA recently in news:  Fleetwood, PA dealers Dennis and Colleen Gabel were recently featured in the Reading, PA newspaper.  Check it out at http://www.readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=157878.
Upcoming Open Houses and/or seminars:


Hague, NY




October 17 & 18


Call 518-543-6607 for more information


Fleetwood, PA




October 24, 2009


Call 610-790-7479 for more information


Tabernash, Colorado


October 24, 2009


Call 970-887-2692 for more information


Hague, NY




Nov 14 & 15


Call 518-543-6607 for more information


Tabernash, Colorado


Nov 14, 2009


Call 970-887-2692 for more information


Harvey, IA




Nov 21, 2009


Call 641-628-9310 for details


Tabernash, Colorado


December 5, 2009


Call 970-887-2692 for more information


Fleetwood, PA




December 12, 2009


Call 610-790-7479 for more information

World’s Largest Garage Sale (and log homes!)


Warrensburg, NY



Oct 3 & 4, 2009


Call 518-543-6607 for  more information


Log Home Show:


Denver, CO



October 2, 3 & 4


Call 970-531-8846 for more information


Lake Harmony, PA


October 10 – 11, 2009


Call 610-790-7479 for more information


Branson, MO



November 13 – 15, 2009


Call 800-654-9253 for more information

Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:


November 21, 2009 (last one of the 2009 schedule!)

Answer to the Trivia Question: Just like an umbrella keeps our bodies dry from the rain, our hairy eyebrows keep our eyes dry from rain or sweat. When it's pouring rain outside or when sweat drips down from our foreheads, our eyebrows divert the flow of water or sweat away from our eyes.

Quote of the Month: "Why is it that our children can't read a Bible in school, but they can in prison? Why do I have to swear on the Bible in court when the Ten Commandments cannot be displayed outside? - Anonymous

(To unsubscribe, reply to this message and put “Unsubscribe” in the subject box.)
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