The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the November 2009 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question:  When was Thanksgiving Day named as a ‘real’ holiday?” (The answer is at the end.)

Thanksgiving Hours at GLH:  The model home center on I 70 in central Missouri will only be closed on Thursday, Nov 26th and will reopen on Friday AM the 27th at 9:00.   The GLH office and shipping department will be closed both Thursday and Friday the 26th and 27th.
I know a local builder that I want to build my new home. I want a log home but he has never built a log home and is trying to get me to build a conventionally framed home. I really want a log home. What should I do?   Some builders like the challenge of building something different; others feel more comfortable doing things “as they always have.”  The builder may have all kinds of reasons for wanting you to build a frame house.  (Most of these reasons are for his benefit.)  What you have to remember is that this is your home.  It is your dream, you are going to live in it and, most importantly, you are going to pay for it!   You should talk to him and explain that this is really what you want.  Discuss his concerns.  If he is worried about being able to build the home properly, inquire about a company sponsored building seminar from the log home manufacturer you have chosen.  Or get a copy of the construction manual to review.  Another option may be to have a “log erector” put up the log walls or the shell and let your builder be the general contractor.  But if he still cannot look at the project from your prospective, and respect your wishes, then perhaps you have the wrong builder.

Product Spotlight:  Gastineau Deluxe Packages include a microlam for the main girder beam for the first story subfloor system. A microlam, also known as a lam beam or LVL, is a relatively recent development in construction materials. It is an engineered timber that is made to allow for more support over a greater span. This means that basements can have fewer support posts, and that rooms may be designed and built to larger specs.

The main secret to the strength of the laminated beam is similar to that of plywood, but on a grander scale.

The beam is made by adhering layer after layer of thin wood together. These layers are glued in place so that the wood grain alternates, giving strength in each direction. The glue itself is also incredibly strong, so that the layers stay together.

There are also three other advantages to using microlams for basement girders.  It minimizes labor compared to site-laminating dimensional lumber into a beam.  It can also be shipped in one continuous length to eliminate or minimize end joints.  And last, it is considered to be a “green” product and is accepted as such by the green accrediting programs. 

Finished Basement Electrical Tip: Many people choose to finish their basements into additional living space.  Family rooms are the most common rooms in these basements.  Often, these are very large rooms to allow for pool tables or media centers.  A concrete slab floor is usually poured which is what can cause problems with electric needs in the room.   If you have a very large room and plan on putting couches with end tables and lamps, you will probably need electricity in the middle of the room.  Proper planning can easily solve this problem.  Have your electrician run conduit to the needed locations before pouring the concrete floor.  Adding the electric receptacle afterwards is much harder and more costly. 

Are you going to have gas heat, appliances or fireplaces?: You may want to consider flexible gas piping rather than traditional black iron pipe.  It runs over, under or around obstacles without all the cutting and threading necessary for iron pipe.  The flexible piping costs more than iron pipe but there are dramatic labor savings from both the installation and the system design work.  The larger your home, the more complicated the design can be for the gas lines.  One brand name is Gastite.  www.gastite.com
Upcoming Open Houses and/or seminars:


Hague, NY




Nov 14 & 15


Call 518-543-6607 for more information


Tabernash, Colorado


Nov 14, 2009


Call 970-887-2692 for more information


Harvey, IA




Nov 21, 2009


Call 641-628-9310 for details


Tabernash, Colorado


December 5, 2009


Call 970-887-2692 for more information


Fleetwood, PA




December 12, 2009


Call 610-790-7479 for more information

World’s Largest Garage Sale (and log homes!)


Warrensburg, NY



Oct 3 & 4, 2009


Call 518-543-6607 for  more information


Log Home Show:


Branson, MO



November 13 – 15, 2009


Call 800-654-9253 for more information

Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:


November 21, 2009 (last one of the 2009 schedule!)

Answer to the Trivia Question: George Washington proclaimed a National Day of Thanksgiving in 1789, but President Lincoln made it official by proclaiming the last Thursday in November as a national day of "Thanksgiving".
Quote of the Month: “Suppose you were an idiot.  And suppose you were a member of Congress.

But then I repeat myself.”  -- Mark Twain
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