The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the January 2010 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question:  We quite appropriately ended 2009 under a blue moon.  Do you know what a blue moon is and the last time it fell on New Years Eve?” (The answer is at the end.)

Rebates from local energy companies:  Before you start construction, check out rebates that may be available from your local energy company.  First, you need to find out who will be providing your electric and/or gas.  The easiest thing to do is then “google” their name and see if they have a website that will provide specific information.  If not, obtain the phone number and call their office.  Almost all energy companies have programs providing rebates but you need to purchase items that meet specific requirements.  
  
8 Questions to ask when shopping for antler chandeliers: Many log homes include these beautiful pieces.  Like any other purchase, you'll want to be sure you're getting a quality product when you buy your antler chandelier. Here are eight questions to ask while shopping around. 
1) What grade of antler do you use? 
Remember: Antlers are graded based on how long it’s been since they’ve been shed, with 1 being the most recently shed (and best quality) and 3 being shed the longest time ago (and the most fragile). Most companies make chandeliers from all three grades, so make sure you’re aware of what you’ll be getting. Also, if you opt for a grade-three chandelier, be sure to check for visible cracks and other signs of decay. 
2) Do you use natural or artificial antlers? 
Since artificial antlers look so much like the real thing, you probably won’t be able to tell the difference. A lot of companies offer both, so make sure to ask before buying. 
3) Does the wiring run through the center of the antler or is it exposed on top of the antlers? 
For a seamless look, you’ll want to make sure the wiring is run through the center of the antlers and not exposed. 
4) How do you join the antlers together? (Are they sturdy?) 
The antlers should be pinned together with threaded steel dowels. Also, the antlers should be attached in more than one place, resulting in a strong web-like structure. 
5) What types of light socket covers do you offer? 
Most companies offer two choices, metal covers and cast antler covers. This is an aesthetic option that’s up to you. 
6) Do you charge extra for things like additional chain and wire if I have a tall ceiling? 
Most companies will include a standard chain along with the price of the chandelier, although you may be charged extra for longer lengths. 
7) How do you ship the pieces and how much do you charge for crating and shipping? 
The most important thing is to make sure the chandelier will be properly packaged. From there, you’ll have to decide if the shipping cost fits into your budget. 
8) Do you offer an unconditional guarantee for any malfunction? Will you pay for the packing and shipping if I have to send it back? 
Of course, the answer to both of these questions should be “yes.”
Do you have a snorer in your life?: I recently read about incorporating a ‘snoring room’ into your home design.  Yep:  a room dedicated entirely to snoring!  What a great way to improve sleep AND your marriage!  Designer Susan Welch Heeney, ASIS and owner of Decorating Studio, LLC in Nolansville, TN offers these design tips:

- Set the room off of the master bedroom [within it] so that you don’t get the feeling of having ‘separate bedrooms.’ 
- Be sure to insulate the room very well—otherwise the snoring will still be heard.
- Incorporate the snoring room into the master suite, almost as an alcove, with a feeling of openness into the main part of the master bedroom.
- An insulated glass French door would be a good solution for the door between the snoring room and the main part of the master suite. The French door would visually separate the snoring room from the rest of the bedroom.

For more decorative advice and design ideas, visit Susan’s web site at www.decoratingstudio.com
Another reason to build in 2010:  We reported about 18 months ago that effective January 1, 2011 all new one and two family home construction will be required to include fire sprinkler systems.  The announcement was met with either disbelief (surely it will get changed before then…) or that it was far into the future.  Well, enforcement begins in 12 months and it is NOT going to be changed.  There are many questions including cost, availability of water, insurance rates, etc. with few answers.  My advice: if you can build in 2010 do so rather than wait until 2011.   

Questions about building a log home on a sloped terrain: These  questions require in-depth discussion that we don’t have that luxury for in the Oak Leaf.  If you have questions about the pros and cons of building on a slope, check out this article written by Jim Cooper at: http://www.loghome.com/building_homes_on_sloped_surfaces/articles/2795
Upcoming Log Home Shows:


January 8, 9 and 10th at Dupage Expo Center in St. Charles, IL.
Call 800-654-9253 for more information.

2010 Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:


March 6, 2010


April 17, 2010


May 1, 2010


June 5, 2010


July 24, 2010


September 25, 2010


November 13, 2010

Answer to the Trivia Question: Most people think that a blue moon is a month’s second full moon.  (Because of a 63 year old error in the magazine Sky & Telescope.)  Although close, it is actually the third full moon in a season that has four full moons.  The term was coined in the 1937 Maine Farmer’s Almanac.  And no, blue moons are not actually blue in color.  A blue moon occurs every 2 ½ years on average.  The last time a blue moon fell on New Years Eve was 1990.
Quote of the Month: “I can't change the direction of the wind, but I can adjust my sails to always reach my destination.” - Jimmy Dean
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