The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the December 2009 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question:  When are the 12 days of Christmas?” (The answer is at the end.)

Christmas Cards:  When doing your Christmas cards this year, take one card and send it to this address.  

         Holiday Mail for Heroes

P.O. Box 5456

Capitol Heights, MD   20791-5456

This is co-sponsored by the Red Cross and Pitney Bowes.  The cards must be mailed by December 7th.  Their web site is:

http://www.redcross.org/holidaymail
Pitney Bowes scans the mail to ensure that nothing is included in the cards that could be dangerous or negatively affect the health of the soldiers.

If we pass this on and everyone sends one card, think of how many cards these wonderful special people who have sacrificed so much would get. 
  
Holiday Hours at GLH:  The model home center on I 70 in central Missouri will be closed from noon on Thursday, Dec 24th until we reopen on Saturday AM the 26th at 9:00.   The model home center will close at noon on Thursday, December 31 until we reopen at 9:00 AM the 2nd of January, 2010.

The GLH office and shipping department will be closed for two weeks from Monday December 21 to Monday, January 4, 2010.
Exterior Electrical Outlets: Did you put up Christmas decorations this past weekend?  Did you have electrical outlets where you needed them?  Now is the time to write down where you will need those exterior plugs on the log home you plan to build.  (I would have said to remember where you need them, but if I don't write it down, I will forget!) It will reduce the number of extensions cords you need at your new home plus you can pat yourself on the back for being so thorough!

Log Homes and the 2009 IECC:  The 2009 International Energy Code has changes that will affect all new construction.  How much it will affect your construction depends a lot on where you are building.  One change is that some northern areas of the US will require that you build an 8” wide log wall.  A 6” wide log will not meet the code requirements unless you add wall insulation.  At Gastineau, our standard log has been 8” thick since 1977.  (We offer a 6” wide log, but we will try to talk you out of building with it unless it is for a structure like a garage.)  Some companies are promoting their energy envelope system where they use a 6” log and add insulation to the interior.  This is because they can only make a 6” wide log.  Do not believe anyone who says that insulation will have to be added to the inside of a log home for you to get a building permit.  At Gastineau, we have never had to add insulation to the interior of our homes to obtain a permit.  They perform just fine as they are!

Product Spotlight: Therma-Log siding vs Smart Match siding.  Log siding is log siding, right?  Not really.  There are pro’s and con’s to different sidings.  At GLH we offer 2 sidings.  They are both an excellent choice because they are made of Oak heartwood and are tongue and grooved.  (Many sidings only have a ship lap joint.)  They can both be used in many applications in your log home, depending on the look you prefer.  

GLH Smart Match siding is manufactured to match the log profiles that we offer.  We have a siding to match every log shape in every size.  Smart Match siding is less than 2” thick, making it lighter and easy to install on gables, dormers, etc.  The only “con” to SM Siding is that it cannot have “full log corners” to make it look like a solid log home.  Smart Match is used somewhere on the exterior or interior of almost all of the full log homes that GLH builds.  

Therma-Log siding is actually a half log; a log that is produced round on both sides is cut down the middle, making two pieces of siding from one log.  With an additional manufacturing process developed by GLH, we can leave a full log corner on the end of the siding.  This makes the wall look like it is full log and not log siding.
Why buy a Deluxe Package for your log home: Did you know that the average stick home built in the US has over $10,000 in cost just for wasted and unnecessary trips by suppliers because all of the material you need is not on the job?  By purchasing a deluxe package, all the materials you need are delivered to the jobsite as you need them and are exactly what you need.  Saves you all the money and time of having to make all those trips.

What is better:  Spikes, screws, through bolts, etc?:  When looking at the different fasteners used in log homes, it is important that you understand that each manufacturer is including in their package the fastener that works best with their log wall system.  A fastener that works with one log profile, wood species and size may not be the best for a different log profile, species and size.  Trust the log home manufacturer to be providing the best fastener for their system.

Upcoming Open Houses and/or seminars:


Tabernash, Colorado


December 5, 2009


Call 970-887-2692 for more information


Fleetwood, PA




December 12, 2009


Call 610-790-7479 for more information


Hague, NY




December 12, 2009


Call 518-543-6607 for more information

2010 Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:


March 6, 2010


April 17, 2010


May 1, 2010


June 5, 2010


July 24, 2010


September 25, 2010


November 13, 2010

Answer to the Trivia Question: The Christmas season begins at sundown on December 24 and lasts until sundown January 5.  The true 12 days of Christmas. (Tell that to the retail stores!)
Quote of the Month: “Human beings are the only creatures that allow their children to come back home.” - Bill Cosby (1937 - )
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