The Oak Leaf

By Lynn Gastineau, President of Gastineau Log Homes

Welcome to the March 2010 issue of The Oak Leaf! For new readers, this is a monthly newsletter that is sent by e-mail to those that have expressed an interest in Gastineau Log Homes.  We use this as a way of communicating technical, design and industry information.  For more information, check out our web site at www.oakloghome.com.

Trivia Question:  The month of March was named after…? (The answer is at the end.)

Thanks to everyone I met at the Kansas City and St Louis Home shows in February!  So many of our homeowners stopped to tell us about their log homes… it was so gratifying to hear about their homes.  Some were built way back in the early 80’s and it was so fun to show them how we build homes now vs back then.  

Also, thanks to everyone at the shows who told me they receive (and READ!) the Oak Leaf each month.  It is a thrill to me when I hear this from people. When I send the newsletter, it goes into cyberspace with no feedback. So it is wonderful to hear that the information is useful.  Thanks again for your comments! 
   
Tips for an Outdoor Kitchen: Go to any local home show, and you will probably see contractors promoting an outdoor kitchen.  These are perfect for log homes, because most log home owners love spending time outdoors anyway!  Your first step is to decide where to put it.  Some people use the space under porches, or on patios or decks to be near water, gas and electricity.  Others prefer a gazebo, pool houses or in a garden.  A roof overhead is not necessary but gives the area a feeling of being a distinct room.  Plus a roof will protect you from inclement weather.  You will want probably want some sort of lighting so electricity is extremely valuable.  You should decide what appliances you would like to incorporate into the kitchen.  A grill is a must but it can be natural gas, propane or charcoal.  Masonry ovens, smokers and pizza ovens are possible also.  You can install a plumbed sink into a countertop or there are portable sinks that are just hooked up to a garden hose.  A compact refrigerator is very helpful also.  Your cabinets should be made of something that will hold up to Mother Nature such as stainless steel or heavy duty plastic and have a weatherproof countertop.  Finish it off with some of the newer furniture designed for use outside.  There are fabrics that will stand up to rain, sunlight and even snow.  And last, if you cannot afford an outdoor kitchen in your new home budget, at least make plans for it in your design to add later.  Consider what you will need for electricity, plumbing, gas, etc. and have it roughed in during construction.  A small price now could save a lot of money later.

If you would like to see some photos of a home that had an outdoor kitchen, check these out on our web site: http://www.oakloghome.com/CustomerScrapbook/Scrapbook/tabid/175/AlbumId/18/Default.aspx
Richard Shaffer is retiring…  Long time GLH sales associate Richard Shaffer is retiring effective today, March 1.  Richard would like everyone to know:  “Martha and I are starting a new adventure in our lives.  We are entering the Missouri Mentoring Program.  We will be keeping a young man in our home who needs full time attention and guidance.  The last 11 years have been great but I am looking forward to my new adventure and retirement.” – Richard Shaffer
Free Log Home Seminars March 20th: GLH will be offering seminars at the model home center on Saturday, March 20th.  The schedule will be:


Log Home Planning

9:00 AM


Log Home Design

10:00 AM


Log Home Construction
1:00 PM


Green Home Building

3:00 PM

The model home center is located at Exit 144 on I 70, just 14 miles east of Columbia, MO.  The space for each class is limited, so you must call or email to register.  Call 800-654-9253 or email sales@oakloghome.com.  Please tell us which classes you want to attend and the number of people that will be attending.

A stone solution:  Stone is a popular material for walkways, pool decks, walls and more.  A time and cost saving alternative to traditional installation of individual stones is Outwater’s Genuine Stone Tiles.  These stone tiles are 100% natural stones that have been hand sorted by color, size and thickness and are then individually adhered in mosaic or stacked patterns onto mesh backings to create 12” X 12” or 4” X 12” tiles.  They can easily be installed using traditional masonry methods.  They come is a variety of round and flat stones in numerous styles and colors.  Call 800-835-4400 or visit www.outwater.com and click on the Interlocking Stone Tiles button on the bottom right hand corner of the page.   

Did you see GLH on the msn home page?: In January, a photo of one of our homes was featured on the msn home page for a day.  We were very excited to have this opportunity to reach more people and let them know about the advantages to Oak log homes.  Even though we knew the popularity of this home page, we were still very surprised when we received the report on our web site hits in January.  We had over 47,000 hits on our website during January.  The power of the internet to spread information is amazing.

Upcoming Log Home Shows:


Log Home & Timber Frame Show – March 5 – 7 Allentown, PA

Call 610-790-7479 for more information.

Free Log Home Planning Seminars:


GLH I 70 model home center

March 20
2010 Upcoming Building Seminars at GLH:


March 6, 2010


April 17, 2010


May 1, 2010


June 5, 2010


July 24, 2010


September 25, 2010


November 13, 2010

Answer to the Trivia Question: Mars, the Roman God of War.
Quote of the Month: “If you think health care is expensive now, wait until you see what it costs when it is free!” – P.J. O’Rourke
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